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| am very happy to report that all Mito Student Ambassadors in 2017,
headed by Ms. Oguchi returned to Mito safely. They stayed with families of
Anaheim from July 28 to August 7. They studied American culture and history
and deepened their understanding and friendship between both cities.

The friendships and experiences will enrich their lives by helping them
overcome the differences in history, culture and language. | am convinced that
knowing each other will play an important role in becoming more internationally
oriented individuals.

| hope that this experience will motivate the student ambassadors to
contribute to promoting international exchange and cross-cultural understanding
in Mito.

In closing, | would like to express my gratitude to all of the people concerned
in this program, both living in the City of Anaheim and the City of Mito. Also many
thanks to the members of the Anaheim Sister City Commission for hosting our
students. Thank you very much.

Yuichi Hataya, President
Mito City International Association
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Rie & Saya's host family

Thank you for your kindness.

We had a good time with you.

You are our second family.

We hope we will be able to welcome you next time

in Japan!

Our family

Thank you for everything.

You were very kind to us. Krystal always talked
with us with smiles.

Miguel always made Mexican dishes for us. We
became to love the Mexican food.

We had many wonderful memories in America
with you.

We want to meet you again. We miss you now...
You are our family, too.

Thank you very much!!!

Suzuka and Hitoka



OUR HOST FAMILY

Dear Michelle & Eddie,

Thank you for taking good care of us.

Eddie, it was so exciting for us to talk about baseball with you.

Michelle, thank you for teaching us many things. We could learn a lot.

We will never forget all the good memories we got during our stay with you,

our second family.
Sota and Atsushi

OUR HOST FAMILY
Dear Danny & Kathy,

Thank you for everything, especially lovely memories.
We miss you lots and lots.

We're gonna use “I'm all squared away” and “Help yourself!”

The songs we listened to together and the gifts you gave us
remind us of the days we spent together:)
We can’t wait to see you again!!

We love you so much.

Maya and Yurika




To My New Friends Across the Sea

Visiting Anaheim this summer gave me lots of chances to meet new people. I experienced
a variety of things that I can’t experience in my everyday life. And it made me think about
how to live a better life because I met many people who .

do volunteer work.

“City of Kindness” ---a phrase Mayor Tom Tait is setting
up as one of his mottos. People in Anaheim look very
happy and are kind to others. I am indebted to the sister
city commissioners. How nice were the programs they
prepared for us!! And of course to the host families who
accepted my students, Miyuki and me. Thank you.

Dear Blounts family,

I really appreciate how you opened up your home and
welcomed me. The Blounts family took care of me and
worried about if I was doing OK as a chaperon. I enjoyed
the meals we had together and talks about our family
history. Staying with the Blounts family was so
comfortable that I almost forgot the date I should leave!
I will never forget that you celebrated my birthday! I
received a big gift from the Blounts family and I want to
do the same for someone else someday.

Akatsuka Junior High School
Yumiko Oguchi

Dear my host family, Jennifer, Oto-san (Alan) & Oka-san (Marilyn)

Jennifer, I was really happy to see you again. Thank you for caring about me and
listening to me all the time. We talked a lot every night. I miss the avocado toast which

you made for me.

Oto-san, thank you for always taking good care of me like
your real daughter and driving me every morning. And you
bought me many delicious foods. I am sorry that I couldn’t
eat them all. But, at the last night dinner, the sashimi was
really delicious. I wish I could have eaten more of the dishes
made by you.

Oka-san, you were always kind to me and smiling all the time. Every time I saw you,
you made me happy and smile. I really had a fun time with you talking about pets and
animals in the car.

I really miss you all. Jennifer, Oto-san, and Oka-san are my best family.

Miyuki
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Dear Chieu, Nguyet, Michelle and Steven,

| was glad to hear that | could stay at your house. Thank you for being my host family.
You are my American father, mother, sister & brother.

| want to see you again!

I will study hard, and | will be back in Anaheim. Please wait until then.

I miss you, and I love you all!!

Rie
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Dear host family,

Thank you for your kindness during my stay in Anaheim. | had a great time with you!
Steven, you helped me many times when | was in trouble. Thank you very much.
Michelle, your smile made me happy. Thank you.

Father, thank you for asking “Are you happy?”

Mother, thank you for drying my hair.

| will treasure this experience for a lifetime.

| will come back to Anaheim and visit you, because Anaheim is my second hometown!
| won'’t forget you, and | love you%e

Saya
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Dear host family,

Thank you for everything.

| could make great memories with you. The memories are my treasure.

When you spoke to me, | couldn’t speak English very well. So I'm going to study English
harder.

Please wait for me. | will come back soon.

| won’t forget your memories and kindness.

Please keep in touch!!

Hitoka
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Dear parents,

Thank you for everything during the 11 days. | could enjoy American life with you.

At first, | was filled with anxiety about differences of culture, food, my host family and so
on. But these anxieties disappeared when you talked with us and smiled cheerfully at us.
Mother, you always smiled and talked to me. Also, you bought a Japanese dictionary
when we went to a book store. | want to be a teacher, so | was very glad to teach you
Japanese!!!

Father, you always smiled too. Thanks to you, | could try Mexican food. Mexican food is
very good, but eating it is difficult for me. So my Japanese family and | want to try Mexican
food in Japan!!!

| want to meet you again, and | want you to meet my Japanese family.

I miss you. | love you, forever.

Suzuka
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To everyone who supported me,

| really owe you a lot.

This project will have a big influence on my life.
I’'m blessed with all of these experiences.
Thank you for everything.

I'll cherish what you’ve done for me forever.
Sota
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Dear Eddie and Michelle,

Thank you for taking care of Sota and me. | had a good time while staying with you in
Anaheim for eleven days. | cannot forget all the wonderful memories and precious
experiences there. The eleven-day stay made my English even better. Next time | want
to show you Mito and Japan. So | will study English more and more. | miss you. | want
to stay in Anaheim with you again. | am sure | will visit Anaheim to meet you. | am
looking forward to showing you my improved English. | love you, Eddie and Michelle.
Atsushi
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Dear Danny and Kathy,

Thank you for everything. | had a wonderful time with you. | was glad to buy American
goods, to watch TV programs and to talk with you. I'll never forget all the wonderful
memories.

| hope | can see you again. Thank you very much!!

Yuri
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| had a regrettable experience in a past studying abroad program where | could
understand what they said, but couldn’t reply well. This bad memory stayed with me for
a long time. But during my staying in Anaheim, | could teach Japanese customs and
proverbs and learn some colloquial expressions in English. | made progress through this
experience.

Today, it seems to be natural that people in the world speak English, and | thought |
have to do so, too. And one of my friends in Anaheim told me how great | was to be able
to speak a language other than Japanese. The words made me happy and gave me
confidence.

| think, talking proactively and understanding the differences between languages is the
most important thing when trying to understand one another’s culture.
| will make good use of my experience in Anaheim and never forget this.

I’'m so grateful to the people who supported me, and will never forget their kindness.
Maya
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= To everyone who supported us,

We could have many wonderful experiences while
. staying in Anaheim for eleven days. We are sure we
can now communicate in English a lot better, which
will help us to grow in this global community.

We will never forget all the great memories. We'd
like to express our deep gratitude to you all for your
warm hospitality and generous support. We are

really touched by everyone’s kindness. We hope
Anaheim and Mito will keep this wonderful
relationship forever. We love Anaheim very much.




Thank you very much

Let’s Go

/
Katie Jonathan
N . Jackie
FAN HE 2o TV P
= / BYR AT T
~
Anthony

BHWW i THTE S

Lor

o bF HZAETF

\
EM@ICHELSoAvn—@Bn @ i) 0w 2ong 00) FkoE




) EBISAWA HIToKA
( RE %7 - 2MOVV O HLEBeA) (4Fn&v - Fh@Eb- (Ipt=a2238]

AREDP2Y-LANH T Br (=05 W Fementm- TiETHY
SR iU T2, YA RO 1. f LR AN I
AR © wo

/7}'\‘/*& V2] E'( F

TSHIDA SAYA FUKABORI YURIKA
( 8739y 222 2% 17041 ] [ 79080 - J<A32232 « BAAA]
W A/ W L3351 2293 PATn
ARELIE
W @ e BF RN
£ 7



LA RGN

0TSV SUz2UKA YAMAMoTo MAYA
(Bhnu-5- 2-> - gt BRI [ pebses - K3bid - PRATTEKG]
" 59397V T L2 ﬁ!;}?}i”ﬁ;qi' IS5 A
& —jﬁf:fj I <IITE M 23 vE BAGTPPAPERY,

ml)l‘- ;""B Z‘ﬂsdqf’tv
1 L wt’

Er KL

NISHI MURA ATSUSHI Dol §ouTA
( $%e3 - 3410690 GadFReT] (i 0=3. peusin cSrsbazy)
N\ 15| Fap7esy - i LT 648, W e-F1-Fr- o cEcpriz
( Libf Le, RELVTVTE, Q1,7 R CHB,
L
Q, O FIARN TP &7 Mokt

We are the best members!
<5







8E8H

~ Background information ~

“;ﬂr+n4b$ﬂ*

-

® IAETIH (Guidelines for applicants)
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This year, three junior high school students and five high school students were dispatched to
Anaheim as Goodwill ambassadors.

First, we're grateful to the people who supported this amazing project.

We could stay safely for eleven days and make great memories which we will never forget
because you took good care of us.

We made this report with gratitude for
the people who supported us as well as
our families who gave us this opportunity
to go to America.

We will go our separate ways using
these invaluable experiences which we
gained during this trip.

We hope that the relationship between

Anaheim and Mito will continue and be

even stronger in the future.
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