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We are very happy to report that all Mito Student Ambassadors, headed by
Ms. Mori returned to Mito safely. They stayed with families of Anaheim from July
27 to August 5. They studied American culture and history and deepened their
understanding and friendship of both cities.

The friendships and experiences will enrich their lives by helping them
overcome the differences of history, culture and language. | am convinced that
knowing each other will play an important role in becoming more internationally
oriented individuals.

The student ambassadors have sent us a report filled with their sentiment of
joy and gratitude.

In closing, | would like to express my gratitude to all of the people concerned
in this program, both of the City of Mito and Anaheim. Also many thanks to the
members of Anaheim Sister City Commission for hosting our students. Thank
you very much.

President of Mito City International Association
Yuichi Hataya
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Arrival in Anaheim

The day with Host Families
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Thank you for taking good care of us.
We had a very good time with you.
Let’s keep in touch!



My Ioes’c hos’c fawu

Thanks to you, we
had a good time in
Anaheim. My host
family was very
kind to us. Thank
you very much. We
are looking
forward to seeing
you again!

% Mike, Lorri,Bera,Hiroko and RioXk

My host familyn

(Runa, Helen, Avelina, Chalene, Larry)

Thank you for everything ! I'll never forget you.
I’'m looking forward to meeting you again !
I love you all © © ©



My Host Family
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I had a really good time with you©
I will never forget this precious experiences.
I am looking forward to seeing you again.

Mifch&Sherry&Aggie

Aggie, Sherry,
Hiroshi, Mitch
Thank you for everything!
The days I spent with you are my precious treasure.
I hope I'll be able to meet you again soon.
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3 g 1 A Thank you for being gentle to

me!! It was very happy ten
days. I'll never forget

meeting you!!!!

My host family!!
Natsuko Fukaya

_..,...-v..._-r-—-——r

Father Anthony Brother Anthony
Mother Maria Sister Lauren and Jessica



‘our, Host Eamily,

Dennis & Patricia

We had “ ' nice time,
Thank you!

Larr”y&Diah

Dinah, Larry and Ryota

Thank you for accepting ime!!
I’ 1l never forget



They are my first host family!

| really miss kikki and you.
I am full of many memories and pure happiness now.

YeKen is my host father who is the most famous ORIGAMI artist in Anaheim.
| wish your happiness from Japan. Thank you for everything.

»Kumiko*




Anaheim Report

We'd like to write what we learned
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| found out about the differences between life in the United States and Japan.

First | was surprised that they do not wash clothes every day. They only do once every
three days. | wondered why they would not wash every day.

| was reminded of the fact that water is important to Americans. | thought | would be
able to save water too, if | washed only once every three days for sure.

Second, it was strange not to post the newspapers to any home mail boxes in
the United States; instead they have them placed on the ground of the driveway.
Newspapers are covered with plastic bags and placed on the ground even if it is sunny.
Third, | was surprised by the size of hamburgers for kids in American. Although, the
menu says the hamburgers are for kids, they are as big as regular cheese burgers in
Japan. | don’t eat much in my life so it was not easy to eat the whole hamburger. We
call Anaheim our sister city, but there are many differences between Mito and Anaheim.

| want to go to Anaheim again!!
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| had very good time in Anaheim. Anaheim is a very nice city and my host family is very
kind. | learned a lot of things from this experience and | could know good points of
Anaheim.

| have two favorite memories during this stay. | went to Hollywood on second day. We
took a lot of pictures and saw Hollywood sign. | was very excited!

And | played with my host family’s dog, Spam and Bouncy every day. Spam is a very
clever dog, so | could play with her soon. At first, Bouncy barked at me. But the end,
Bouncy took to me! She didn’t bark! | love Spam and Bouncy. | will never forget that |
spent special time with my host family.

| want to visit Anaheim and meet my host family again. So | must study English more.
Please wait for me.

Thank you for everything. | love Anaheim!!
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— What | learned from this experience —
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Dear Lorri&Mike

| had a very good time with you in Anaheim. Thanks to you, | was able to enjoy myself
and learn about American history and culture.

| was so absorbed in talking about various topics with you that | forgot how fast time
could pass. | was so thankful for your kindness and making good meals for us.
Anaheim is a beautiful and nice place. It became a lasting memory for me.

I'll never forget those ten days. Thank you.
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Through the special 10days, | realized that all American | met have the tolerant mind.

| felt that they take a positive attitude toward different cultures. | think there are many
races, religions and sense of values in America and they live in symbiosis one another,
so they have tolerant mind. | really hope to be a person like them that can accept
different cultures and have a broad view of things.

Dear Barbara & Edgar: | could truly enjoy the days in Anaheim with you. Thank you
very much for all your kindness. Before | met you | was worried about all the things in
the foreign country. But you greeted me warmly, so | didn’t feel lonely and uneasiness.
Making a meal with you, going for a walk with Maya, watching the London Olympics
on TV... Any little things with you are my precious memories. I'll certainly return to

Anaheim. I'm looking forward to seeing you again.
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— The way to associate with others in America —
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Dear Mitch, Sherry and Everyone | met

It already has past many many many days. The 8 days | was in Anaheim is my
treasure. But now, | sometimes think it was a long sweet dream. It was too far from my
daily life. It was too interesting time. | remember the moment when | first met you. Mitch
waved hand to me in front of the DTCC. Now | feel it was long time ago.

| really appreciate you. The precious memories are bright in my mind. | never forget this
experience. And | remember that the things | learned in Anaheim forever. Thank you
very much for Mitch, Sherry and everyone. But my appreciation is too big. | cannot tell
you everything. So | will come back to Anaheim someday near future. And when you
come to Japan, | hope | can meet you.

Lastly | want to say thank you for everyone again. Mitch, Sherry- you are my greatest
American family. | am looking forward to seeing you again.

Love from Japan Hiroshi
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| was taken care of at the time of stay in Anaheim.

Thanks to you, | was able to spend very happy ten days!!

When | met you for the first time, | was tense very much.

This is because | did not know what | should talk about.

However, the host family contacted with me kindly. | was really glad.
Having gone for a circus together, having eaten ice cream and having had shopping...
It is the really best memory!!

| will not forget this best memory!!And, please get along well now on.
| look forward to a day to see you again.

By the next time we meet | want to improve my conversation skill.
Please come to Mito, Japan

| love Helen family!
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— Differences before and after going to America —
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Dear My Host Family,

Thank you very much for everything you have done for me, you cooked traditional
American meals for me, took care of me and took me to many places. | was very happy.
The most interesting thing that | have experienced was to go to many places such
as Beverly Hills, Hollywood and Santa Monica. Swimming in the pool was also very
interesting. Please come to Japan and visit me someday. | will take you to many
Japanese famous places. | definitely will go back to Anaheim. | look forward to seeing
you again. Thank you again and | love you!!

Love Natsuko
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It became great recollections also for all the members attended this program.

| was very worried about the home stay before. | was afraid that | can’t talk well with my
host family.

I thought | could communicate with them using gesture. But it was not enough.

In spite of my poor English, they tried to understand me.

They listened to me. Patiently and talked slowly | tried not to give up talking. If | didn’t
think up words, | tried to say them in other words and used pictures and gestures.

| have found that being positive in conversation is the most important. We should never
give up communicating with people.

Thank you so much all of you.
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Dear Dennis and Patricia,

Thank you very much for your hospitality. It was my first visit to America so everything
was new to me, but | had a very nice time in Anaheim. It was a beautiful city and had a
very friendly atmosphere.

Thank you for taking me to a lot of interesting places. | like DANA POINT, which is a
beautiful harbor. | love the cute hat you gave to me and Yu.

Thank you for taking me to the nice restaurants, too. The pizza and spaghetti were
amazing. It was good that | got to share a meal like a family because | could enjoy
many kinds of dishes.

The food in America was very delicious. Above all, | loved Patricia’s omlets and Dennis’
hamburger steaks. It was the most precious time for me when | had meals with Dennis,
Patricia and Yu. | also really enjoyed conversation with you.

Thank you for showing me some pictures which you took during your stay in Japan. |
was happy to share your good memories.

Thank you for a lot of wonderful presents. They are our memories. I'll treasure them.

| love you and respect you. My parents also thank both of you from the bottom of their
heart for your kindness.

| hope | get to visit you again in a few years and | will study English harder.Finally, |
wish you all good health and happiness. Let’s keep in touch.

Young Ju
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Dear Larry & Dinah

| had never experienced a Home Stay. That is why, | was very nervous. However thanks
to your great kindness, my stay in Anaheim turned out so great and | experienced a
lot. Though two weeks had passed since | left to Anaheim, | remember my visit exactly.
When | look back my stay, | always think that my stay in Anaheim is full of surprise and
impression for me. Everything was new for me. | guess my English ability was so low
that you couldn’t understand what | want to tell perfectly. That is why, | decided to study
English more. And if | have a good opportunity to visit Anaheim again, of course | would
like to visit you again.

Lastly I'd like to say “Thank you for everything” with my love.

Thanks again 10 days. See you again.
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The 10days we spent in Anaheim became our precious forever treasure. Each
day was new and everything was interesting for us. So we were very sad when
we had to say good-bye. But in the end we could say good-bye with smile
because we believe that we can see you again.

We grew up very much during this 10 days. We think that the experience
in Anaheim give the good influence to our future. And when we become a
good man/woman, we hope to come to Anaheim again to tell our remaining
appreciation that we could not tell you while we were in Anaheim. Until that day,
please remember us.

Lastly, we thank the people who were involved in this program, and the people
who became our hostfamily. We wish your good health and happiness.
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We made a presentation about the
Japan earthquake. In the presentation,
« we explained what we experienced soon

after the earthquake by showing some

pictures.
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We sang a song called “sukiyaki”. Our

host families tried to sing together.
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We danced together. Our host families

joined us and danced together.

“A bit of Japan” {L& THEEY LAY FA7ZHIET T A ATORED BWNEWD
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It was so exciting, and we had a very nice time with you. Thank you.
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In September, it was very hard to get together and make this report, but
through this writing we could recognize our memories in Anaheim again.
Through our precious experiences in Anaheim, we were able to learn a

lot of things.
Finally, we are very thankful for everyone who supported this program.
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